
THE ASPINALL FOUNDATION TIMELINE - KEY POINTS

WHAT YOUR SUPPORT HAS ENABLED US TO ACHIEVE
Since being formed in 1984, the Aspinall Foundation has embarked on dozens of pioneering 

conservation projects around the world. Our supporters have enabled us to achieve so much, 

including our iconic gorilla projects in Congo and Gabon, and the first ever rewilding of Cheetahs 

born outside of Africa. Above shows some of our incredible achievements over the years.

2017
4 Western 
lowland gorillas 
from UK sent 
to Congo for 
rewilding

1984
The Aspinall
Foundation
was set up

1992
10 Przewalski 
horses sent 
to China

1993
Creation of
protected 
gorilla
reintroduction
site in Congo

1995
First eastern 
black rhino 
sent from Port 
Lympne to 
South Africa for 
rewilding

1998
Gabon gorilla
protection 
project setup

7 more gorilla 
orphans released 
in Congo

2001
First 17 gorillas
released in
Gabon; 9 more
gorilla orphans
released in
Congo

2002
Batéké Plateau
National
Park created
in Gabon,
incorporating
our gorilla
reintroduction
site

2007
First baby born to 
reintroduced 
Western lowland 
gorillas in Gabon

2 black rhino sent 
from Port Lympne 
to Tanzania for 
rewilding

2008
Madagascan 
lemur project
created

2009
Javan primate
project created

Doubled number 
of known sites
in the wild
for greater
bamboo lemurs

Crowned sifaka
project initiated
in Madagascar

2011
Rescued first
group of Javan
gibbons

2013
Largest ever 
introduction 
of captive born 
gorillas back to 
the wild

1987
Congo gorilla 
protection 
project set up 
in Brazzaville

1996
First 6 gorilla
orphans
released in
Congo

1999
First 2 gorillas 
born in Kent sent 
back to the wild 
in Gabon

2004
2 female black 
rhino sent from 
Port Lympne to 
South Africa for 
rewilding

2012
3 black rhino sent 
from Port Lympne 
to Tanzania for 
rewilding

Our research leads 
to the greater
bamboo lemur 
being removed 
from the most 
endangered 
primates list

2019
7 African hunting 
dogs sent from 
Port Lympne to 
Lekedi Parc, 
Gabon

2022
Lion brothers, 
Azi and Zazu, 
travel from 
Howletts to 
South Africa 
to begin their 
rewilding journey

2020
2 cheetah 
brothers travel 
from Howletts 
to South Africa 
for rewilding

European bison 
sent from Port 
Lympne to 
Romania for 
rewilding

2021
Cheetah brothers 
sent to South 
Africa in 2020 
learn to hunt 
independently

2 cheetahs sent 
from Canada to 
Zimbabwe for 
rewilding

2014
First 3 European 
bison sent back 
to Romania for 
rewilding


